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Definitions

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems 
The components and subsystems that in combination convert  
solar energy into electrical energy suitable for connection to conventional loads.

Grid-Tied PV System 
A solar photovoltaic system that operates in parallel with, and that may deliver power to the utility grid.

Off Grid System 
A solar photovoltaic system that operates independent of a utility grid.

PV Module 
A manufactured and complete environmentally protected assembly of interconnected solar cells, mechanically 
fastened together and prewired to form a self-contained unit.

PV String 
An electrical circuit created by one or more series connected PV Modules.

PV String Combiner 
A piece of equipment that combines two or more PV Strings in parallel.

PV Inverter 
Converts the direct current (DC) output of the PV Modules into alternating current (AC) 

Utility-Interactive PV Inverter
An inverter intended for use in parallel with an electric utility, the output is fully synchronized with the utility 
power.

Off Grid PV Inverter 
PV inverter intended for use independent of the electric utility grid.

Distributed Generation (DG) 
The name used by utilities and the Electrical Safety Authority (ESA) to identify renewable energy or other 
generators connected to the utility grid.  This includes solar PV systems.  Warning signs and labels identifying 
solar PV system and associated equipment will reference DG in most cases.

Backfeed
A electrical generator feeding power back to the electrical system, often.  This can be hazardous when the 
system is thought to be de-energized.

Photovoltaic (PV) Array
A collection of PV modules located together.
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