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September 24, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Office of the Hon. Dustin Duncan, Minister of Environment 
3211 Albert Street 
Regina, SK  
Canada, s4s5W6 
 
RE:  Meeting Request to Discuss Saskatchewan’s Net Metering Program  
 
 
 
Dear Minister Duncan,  
 
The Canadian Solar Industries Association (CanSIA) is a national trade association that represents the solar 
energy industry throughout Canada. CanSIA’s vision is for solar energy to be a mainstream energy source as 
well as an integral part of Canada’s diversified energy mix.  
 
Saskatchewan is fortunate to have one the best solar resources in all of Canada. Solar is truly a natural 
resource that the province can leverage to help homeowners, small businesses, and farmers lower their 
energy bills, create local good-paying jobs, and provide consumers with greater energy choice and 
independence. Furthermore, as a clean source of energy, solar plays a meaningful role in helping the 
province lower its greenhouse gas emissions and creating a cleaner environment as part of the province’s 
made-in-Saskatchewan solution to climate change.  
 
Of note, a recent Canadian survey found that 84 percent of Canadians have said that they would like to see 
solar energy be a much bigger part of Canada’s energy mix.1 The recent success of the Saskatchewan net 
metering program is a clear example of the support that solar energy has among the general public.  
 
Currently, the Saskatchewan solar industry employs approximately 500 people through the province, many 
in rural Saskatchewan, and is thus a major contributor to the local economy. However, these jobs and the 
other benefits that solar provides are at risk due to the abrupt cancellation of the net metering program 
announced by SaskPower last week. This sudden announcement has shocked the local solar industry and 
has created enormous uncertainty for small business owners across the province.  
 

 
1 Abacus Data: Retrieved at https://abacusdata.ca/public-attitudes-on-oil-pipelines-climate-and-change/ 
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As the national solar association, representing the solar industry in Saskatchewan, we would recommend 
the following measures considering the recent program cancellation:  
 

- Interim Program: Immediately implement an interim net metering program to ensure that 
consumers and the industry can continue to access the electricity grid. Net metering policies are 
standard in virtually every jurisdiction across Canada and North America. We would recommend 
maintaining the current net-metering program until a more permanent program has been fully 
reviewed and vetted by all stakeholders.  
 

- Consultation Process: Conduct a meaningful consultation process between SaskPower, the solar 
industry, and other key stakeholders (e.g. customers) to review the current net metering program. 
Furthermore, perform open and transparent analysis of the energy and infrastructure costs that are 
borne by provincial ratepayers.   
 

- Fair Net Metering Program: Establish a net metering program that is both fair and transparent for 
all stakeholders; including provincial ratepayers, consumers who wish to lower their energy bills by 
choosing solar, and the solar industry that has created 500 local jobs in the province.  

 
We appreciate that the Saskatchewan solar program has reached the target MW cap sooner than expected. 
However, it is important to work collaboratively with industry and consumers to ensure that a transition 
process is implemented to provide business owners with time to adapt and adjust their business 
operations. Furthermore, a meaningful consultation process is required to put into place a long-term solar 
net metering policy that works for both the public and the industry.  
 
CanSIA would like to meet with you and your team to discuss the serious impacts these changes are having 
on the local solar industry in Saskatchewan. Furthermore, we would welcome the opportunity to discuss 
our recommendations in an effort to work collaboratively with the Province and SaskPower to find a 
solution that is fair to all stakeholders.  
  
Thank you for your attention to this matter and our meeting request. We welcome the opportunity to meet 
with you and your team at your convenience.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Wesley Johnston 
CanSIA President and CEO 


